Message

From: Macintyre, Mark [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=1EF0971B52B14F6ASDF509C4800A10E3-MACINTYRE, MARK]
Sent: 8/24/2018 5:25:12 PM

To: Kenknight, Jeff [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=803cdalc34f14c298367a1c90825ef16-Kenknight, Jeff]
Subject: FW: Media query - Kitsap Sun: Naval Base Kitsap wastewater spill -- deadline Aug. 27

Can you call me about this?

MM

From: Skadowski, Suzanne

Sent: Friday, August 24, 2018 10:18 AM

To: Grandinetti, Robert <Grandinetti.Robert@epa.gov>; Poulsom, Susan <Poulsom.Susan@epa.gov>; Lidgard, Michael
<lidgard.Michael@epa.gov>; Burgess, Karen <Burgess.Karen@epa.gov>; Kenknight, Jeff <Kenknight.leff@epa.gov>;
Levo, Brian <Levo.Brian@epa.gov>; Drabek, John <Drabek.Jjohn@epa.gov>

Cc: Macintyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Morrison, Kay
<morrison.kay@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Media query - Kitsap Sun: Naval Base Kitsap wastewater spill -- deadline Aug. 27

Added a new Q from reporter today.

Her deadline is Monday, Aug. 27. I'm out of the office next week, so I've cc’ed Mark and folks who will help
circle back to the reporter.

From: Skadowski, Suzanne

Sent: Friday, August 24, 2018 8:09 AM

To: Grandinetti, Robert <Grandinetti.Robert@epa.gov>; Poulsom, Susan <Poulsom.Susan@epa.govs>

Cc: Lidgard, Michael <Lidgard.Michael@epa.gov>; Burgess, Karen <Burgess Karen@epa gov>; Kenknight, Jeff
<Kerknight lef@epna.sgoy>; Levo, Brian <Levo Brian@ena.gov>; Drabek, John <Drabek Johnf@lena sov>
Subject: Media query - Kitsap Sun: Naval Base Kitsap wastewater spill

Hi Rob & folks:

Please help me respond to the reporter’s Qs below. 've drafted some replies based on my understanding and
info from you all. Please edit and address the Qs as best as you can, understanding that we do not have
complete answers to these Qs.

Thank youl
Suzanne

Suzanne Skadowski

Public Affairs Specialist | Media Relations
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle
0:206-553-2160 C: 206-900-3309
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From: Stanford, Julianne [maihio:stanford@kitsapsun.com|
Sent: Thursday, August 23, 2018 4:58 PM

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.pov>
Subject: Media query - Kitsap Sun

Hi Suzanne,
Thanks for bearing with all of my phone calls in the past week!

I'm looking to follow up on the wastewater spill discovered at Naval Base Kitsap last week, and | have a few questions
that | hope you might be able to answer:

1) Did any violations of environmental regulations occur with this spill? If so, would | be able to get a copy of the
notice of violation?

EPA: An unauthorized {unpermitted) discharge of wastewater or other poliution into waters of the U.S., in this
case Sinclair inlet, could be a violation of the Clean Water Act. EPAis reviewing the Navy's reported blocked
sewage line break. EPA does not comment on any pending or ongeing compliance or enforcement actions. [but
can isay that EPA has not issued a notice of violation?]

2) s there any sort of penalty for the delay in reporting the spill? Any penalty for potential violations?

EPA: The Navy's sewage line is part of the facility’s sanitary/domestic wastewater collection system that goes to
the Bremerton wastewater treatment plant authorized {permitted) by WA Department of Ecology. The facility’s
domestic wastewater collection system does not require an EPA permit. Since there is no EPA permit for the
Navy's sewage ling, the Navy is not required to report a spill from this system to EPA. {Is this accurate? Did they
have to notify us under any provision of the CWA or any other rule?] See response #1 above regarding any
penalty for potential viclations.

3) Whatis the impact of a spill of that size to the water? What's the risk to the public of potentially being exposed
to contaminants in the water for the additional four days after the spill was discovered?

EPA: EPA is reviewing the Navy's reported blocked sewage line break and spill. When sanitary sswers malfunction,
break or otherwise fail, they can release raw sewage. These t\,mes of releases can degrade water quality and
expose humans to pathogens and viruses that can cause illness. The specific impacts fo the environment or to
public health from the Navy's reported blocked sewage line break and spill are unknown at this time.

4} lalso wanted to follow up with you in regards to the Navy’'s wastewater/stormwater/general permits, like we
spoke about earlier this week. When | checked the EPA’s NPDES permits database online, it looks like PSNS’
permit expired in 1999. Would you be able to send me a copy of whatever is their current permit?

EPA: The foliowing link includes EPA's National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System {NPDES) final permit and
suppoerting documents for the U.S. DOD Puget Sound Naval Shipyard Wastewater (Stormwater only) Treatment
Plant discharging to Sinciair inlet in Bremerton, Washington. Permit number: WAQG02062 Effective date: April 1,
1894 Permit expires April 1, 1999 (admlmstrauve:\, extended) NPDES Permit for Puget Sound Naval ¢ :
Wastewater Treatment Plant in Washington

This is an industrial stormwater permit, and the industrial water is separate from the domestic/sanitary
wastewater. This permit does not apply to the Navy's reported blocked sewage line break. Also, above the treated
steam plant wastewater is their boiler water (how they heat their facilities and generate electricity, essentially hot
water). Under this permit the Navy is authorized to discharge drydock drainage and noncontact cooling water
from outfalls G18 {inciuding C18A and 096) and 019, treated steam plant wastewater from outfall 021, and
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stormwater runoff, demineralized water, steam condensate, sait water supply system, and potable water from
the remaining outfalls.

The Navy’s reported blocked sewage line is part of the Navy's sanitary sewage coliection system that goes to the
Bremerton wastewater treatment plant authorized {permitted} by WA Depariment of Ecology.

There are three EPA-issued permits for wastewater treatment plants in that area. The blocked sewage was not en
route to any of these plants:
e Naval Air Station — Whidbey Island Seaplane Base Wastewater Treatment plant {jurisdiction with Ecology
until Dec. 27, 2018). EPA permit was just issued, effective 12/27/2018).
e Naval Air Station - Whidbey Island Ault Field {expired 2/28/2016)
e Naval Base Kitsap Bangor (expired 8/31/2015)

5) The shipyard’s detailed facility report on the EPA’s Enforcement and Compliance History Online portal, it looks
like PSNS has been noncompliant with the Clean Water Act for all 12 of the last 12 quarters, with two
“significant” violations. That seems like quite a while to be out of compliance. Is that accurate, or has their
profile not been updated? What were those significant violations?

EPA:

All the best,
Julianne Stanford
Military Affalrs reporter, K/tsap Sun

Desk: (360) 475 3792
Cell: {(360)-227-9055
istardord@kitsapsun.com
Twitter: @jstanford_news
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